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MEETING MINUTES1

Meeting Date: October 28, 1999
Meeting Time: 1:00 P.M.
Meeting Place: State House, 200 W. Washington

St., Room 125
Meeting City: Indianapolis, Indiana
Meeting Number: 4

Members Present: Sen. Murray Clark, Chairperson; Sen. Robert Meeks; Sen. Ron
Alting; Sen. Billie Breaux; Sen. Frank Mrvan; Rep. Gregory
Porter; Rep. Richard Bodiker; Rep. Clyde Kersey; Rep. Robert
Behning; Rep. Robert Hoffman; Rep. Phyllis Pond.

Members Absent: Sen. Connie Sipes.

The chairperson called the meeting to order at 1:20 P.M. and called upon Tom Hansen,
Indiana Professional Standards Board (IPSB), for comments.

Mr. Hansen explained that the IPSB seeks to determine whether a new graduate from a
school of education is familiar with different methods of teaching reading. By using a
portfolio to demonstrate proficiencies, the student provides a school superintendent with
information that can be used in making hiring decisions.

The Committee discussed the following Preliminary Drafts (PDs):
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PD 3480, concerning firearms and weapons in schools (see Exhibit 1). J. D.
Lux, representing the Attorney General, explained that this PD incorporates
part of what had passed through the House Education Committee during
the previous session. While the Attorney General would have preferred to
see the draft include a mandatory detention period and a psychological
evaluation for a student who brings a weapon onto school property, the
draft was a good starting point. On motion of Rep. Bodiker, seconded by
Rep. Behning, the Committee approved the PD by a vote of 8-0.

PD 3481, concerning notice of teachers convicted of certain crimes (see
Exhibit 2). Terry Spradlin, Department of Education, explained that this idea
originally came from DOE. Mr. Hansen suggested that at sentencing, a
convicted person be asked if he or she holds a teacher’s license. In
practice, the IPSB considers a conviction for any felony to be immorality, for
which a teacher’s license may be suspended. On motion of Rep. Bodiker,
seconded by Rep. Behning, the Committee approved the PD by a vote of
10-1.

The Committee then discussed the draft final report. The Chairperson explained that while
the study of the teaching of reading was one of the Committee’s charges, there was no PD
concerning the teaching of reading for the Committee to consider. He stated that individual
members were not precluded from introducing such bills in the upcoming session. On the
issue of school safety, the Committee’s other study charge, the Chairperson stated that
while this is a complicated issue, he was pleased to hear of increased collaboration among
school corporations and law enforcement, as well as the safety plans being developed.
Sen. Meeks stated that he hoped the IPSB had paid attention to the testimony concerning
the teaching of reading. Rep. Porter stated that Safe Haven funds had been cut by about
twenty percent for the current biennium. On motion of Rep. Bodiker, seconded by Sen.
Breaux, the draft final report was adopted by a vote of 11-0.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 P.M. 


